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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
1 . The following Office Action is in response to the preliminary amendment of May 

1 . 2006. Status of claims 

Claims 1-11 have been cancelled. 
Claims 12-22 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements 
of this title. 

3. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as being directed as non subject 
statutory matter. 

Functional descriptive material such as computer programs and/or data structures not 
claimed as embodied in computer-readable media are descriptive material per se and 
are not statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in the 
computer. Such claimed data structures do not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the data structure and other claimed aspects of the invention 
which permit the data structure's functionality to be realized." See MPEP 2106.01 (I). In 
the instant case, claim(s) do not meet the test above and therefore are rejected as 
non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 12-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Cromer et al. (US200301 56558) (hereinafter Cromer). 

Per claim 12, Cromer discloses a method for operating a radio communication 
system with a radio access point and a plurality of radio stations (paragraphs 0006 and 
0010), including a terminal radio station located outside of direct radio transmission 
range of the radio access point which requires path information about a path formed of 
at least one further radio station usable for message transfer between the radio access 
point and the terminal radio station (paragraph 0021, i.e. see remote mobile unit, 
equates to terminal station), said method comprising: learning, at the terminal radio 
station( paragraph 0077), about a requirement for the path information at the radio 
access point (paragraphs 0062 and 0063); and initiating at the terminal radio station a 
method for determining the path between the terminal radio station and the radio access 
point (paragraph 0021 i.e. also see paragraphs 0022-0039 regarding determining 
first and second steps of path determination). 

Per claim 13, Cromer discloses the method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the 
radio communication system includes a base station located within a terminal radio 
coverage area of the radio access point and the terminal radio station is located within a 
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second radio coverage area of the base station (paragraphs 0021, 0057 and 0058, Fig 
3, i.e. intermediate and remote mobile units function as base stations which 
communicate to an access point), wherein said method further comprises notifying 
the base station by the radio access point about the requirement for the path 

information (paragraph 0029), and wherein said learning by the terminal radio station 
about the requirement for the path information is a result of a notification by the base 
station (paragraph 0079). 

Per claim 14, Cromer discloses the method as claimed in claim 13, wherein a 
l<nown path between the terminal radio station and the radio access point formed of at 
least one further radio station is known to the terminal radio station (i.e. remote mobile 
unit) and the radio access point (paragraph 0058), enabling data to be transferred from 
the terminal radio station to the radio access point and from the radio access point to 
the terminal radio station via the path (paragraphs 0032-0039 and 0058), and wherein 
said method further comprises receiving, at the radio access point (paragraphs 0032- 
0039 and 0058), failure information about failure of the known path from a radio station 
of the path (paragraph 0058); learning at the terminal radio station about the failure of 
the known path after the radio access point leans about the failure; and initiating, at the 
terminal radio station, a method for determining a new path between the terminal radio 
station and the radio access point (paragraph 0058, i.e. Mobile unit 30 (MU30) 
attempts to connect to new path via MU42 (terminal radio station) and access 
points thru intermediate mobile units). 
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Per claimlS, Cromer discloses the method as claimed in claim 14, wherein said 
learning about the failure of the known path at the radio access point results from 
information received in response to sending data from the radio access point to the 
terminal radio station (paragraph 0077). 

Per claim 16, Cromer discloses the method as claimed in claim 15, wherein said 
method further comprises sending test data for the radio access point from the terminal 
radio station to determine whether the failure exists in the known path (paragraph 
0077). 

Per claim 17, Cromer discloses the method as claimed in claim 16, wherein said 
sending of the test data takes place at regular time intervals (paragraphs 0078-0080 
and 0090). 

Per claim 18, Cromer discloses the method as claimed in claim 16, wherein said 

learning about the failure of the known path at the terminal radio station results from 
said sending of the test data to determine whether the failure exists in the known path 
(paragraph 0077). 

Per claim 19, Cromer discloses the method as claimed in claim 18, wherein said 
sending of the test data by the terminal radio station to determine whether the failure 
exists in the known path results from at least one notification sent as a result of a 
preceding determination of the known path (paragraph 0113). 

Per claim 20, refer to same rationale explained in claim 12. 

Per claim 21 , Cromer discloses A radio station for a radio communication system 
formed of a radio access point and further radio stations, comprising: means for storing 
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a path between said radio station and the radio access point (paragraph 0064), where 
the path is formed of at least one of the further radio stations and is used for transferring 
information from said radio station to the radio access point and from the radio access 
point to said radio station via the path (paragraphs 0058 and 0064); means for sending 
test data for the radio access point to determine whether a failure of the path exists 
(paragraphs 0076 and 0077); means for receiving and processing failure information 
about presence of a failure of the stored path (paragraph 0077); and means for initiating 
a method to determine a new path between said radio station and the radio access 
point following reception of the failure information (paragraph 0077). 

Per claim 22, Cromer discloses a computer readable medium storing 
instructions that when executed control at least one processor in a radio station to 
perform a method comprising (paragraph 0071): storing a path between the radio 
station and the radio access point (paragraph 0064), where the path is formed of at 
least one further radio station and is used for transferring information from the radio 
station to the radio access point and from the radio access point to the radio station via 
the path (paragraphs 0058 and 0064); sending test data for the radio access point to 
determine whether a failure of the path exists (paragraphs 0076 and 0077); receiving 
and processing failure information about presence of a failure of the stored path 
(paragraph 0077); and initiating a method to determine a new path between the radio 
station and the radio access point following reception of the failure information 
(paragraph 0077). 

Contacts 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSEPH DEAN, JR whose telephone number is 
(571)270-71 16. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
7:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Corsaro Nick can be reached on 571-272-7876. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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